BIOSPHERE RESERVES

Tools to balance development and conservation in Jamaica
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Biosphere Reserves

“Biosphere Reserves should preserve and generate
natural and cultural values through management
that is scientifically correct, culturally creative and
operationally sustainable.”

Excerpt from the Seville Strategy 1995
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Man and the Biosphere “r
Programme (MAB)

UNESCO Biosphere Conference 1968

Novel Ideas from the Conference

— Use of the resources of the biosphere should
go hand in hand with their conservation

— Multi-disciplinary approach

Philosophy: If we understand our relationships
with the biosphere we will be able to manage
our situation better
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The World Network Of Biosphere #
Reserves (WNBR

International network of designated areas under the MAB
program

One of the main international tools to research and
demonstrate sustainable development approaches in a
wide array of contexts

563 reserves in 110 countries, 143 Ibero-American

Ideally placed to respond to international dialogues and
agreements on conservation, climate change and
sustainable development
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Biosphere Reserves

Functional Units of the MAB Program

Areas that represent a mosaic of ecosystems and human
intervention.

Management is a pact among local communities and there
is the involvement of a wide range of stakeholders
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Functions of Biosphere Reserves

Conservation
— Biological diversity
— Cultural diversity

Development that is socio-culturally and ecologically
sustainable

Logistic Support
— Research, monitoring, education and information
exchange

— Support for policy making and addressing national,
regional and global issues
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Configuration of Biosphere 15

Reserves
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The Core Zone

* Legally protected
 Main zone for conservation

* Some activities may be allowed
— Recreational
— Educational
— Scientific
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The Buffer Zone

Managed to benefit local residents and the environment

‘Q "¥° Adjacent to or surrounding the Core Zone

/

» . Jme Sustainable Practices Promoted

~

— Recreational/Eco tourism
— Sustainable natural resource use
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