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SUSTAINABLE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

is the management of the use, development and protection of

resources in a way, or at a rate, which enables people and

communities, including Indigenous Peoples, to provide for their

present social, economic and cultural well-being while also

sustaining the potential of those resources to meet the

reasonable foreseeable needs of future generations and

safeguarding the life ðsupporting capacity of air , water and soil

ecosystem (source InternationalFinanceCorporation)

Sustainable use of natural resources

Steps towards financial sustainability 

Preserving our beach for use by locals and tourist



WHAT IS BLUE FLAG ?

Voluntaryenvironmental certification programmedesigned for

beachesand marinas;

Implemented by an international, non-governmental

organisationthe Foundationfor EnvironmentalEducation(FEE)

located in Denmark;

Programmehas been in operationsince1987 within Europe

OperatingoutsideEuropesince2001

3012 beaches and 638 marinas (2010/ 2011 season) have

Blue Flag certification worldwide in 41 countries across

Europe, South Africa, Morocco, Tunisia, New Zealand, Brazil,

Canadaand the Caribbean



BLUE FLAG IN JAMAICA

Beaches in total: 10

Marinas in total: 1

Category Municipality Beach/Marina name Accessible

Beach Negril Beaches Negril

Beach Westmoreland

Beach Negril Coco La Palm

Beach Negril Couples Negril

Beach Negril Couples Swept Away

Marina Portland Errol Flynn Marina

Beach Negril

Beach Negril Merrils 1

Beach Negril Merrils 2

Beach St. Ann

Beach Negril Travellers Beach Resort

Bluefields

Ocho Rios Bay Beach 

Long Bay Beach Park 1



KEY STRATEGIC INITIATIVES OF THE UDCõS 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMME 

Environmental 

Monitoring

Environmental 

Education and 

Outreach 

Environmental 

Management System

Protected Area 

Management

Man and the Biosphere 

ProgrammeBlue Flag Programme 

Environmental Planning 

Series1



BLUE FLAG & THE UDC 

The UDCis a DevelopmentAgencywhich seeks to

enhance the quality of life for Jamaicans through

several initiatives such as Blue Flag which brings

the samequality of facilities experiencedby tourists

to Jamaicans;

Step toward sustainability of Jamaica's public

beaches.



CERTIFICATION PROCESS

Water quality sampling once every fortnight for 2

yearsprior to application;

Preparation and submission of application to the

NationalBlue FlagJurywhomeets onceper year;

If approved by the National Jury then applications

are submitted to the Blue Flag International Juryfor

review



ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES

Beach Management and Staff

Monitoring function on a daily basis

Ensuring that Flag is flown during opening hours of each facility

Educate patrons on the Blue Flag Programme and the importance

Beach Management Committee

Ensure all criteria are being met

Develop and implement programmes for the maintenance of the

certification

NRMEP Department

Monitoring function

NEPT

Monitoring function





BLUE FLAG PROGRAMME

EachBlue Flagseasonlast for a period twelve

(12) months beginning November 1st each

year

Maintenance of certification: Implement and

maintain the criteria which is outlined in the

òBlue FlagBeachExplanatoryNotes2010ó

Environmental Education

Water Quality

Environmental  Management

Safety 

www.blueflag.org



ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Information Board

ÅCoastal zone ecosystems and nearby sensitive 
areas;

ÅBathing water quality for each month;

ÅMap of the beach

Code of Conduct

Minimum of five (5) environmental education 

activities must be offered during the season



WATER QUALITY

Carriedout by an independententity NEPT(fortnightly).

Samplesanalyzedby an independentlab

FaecalColiformmust be within the standard(Ò100 MPN/100 ml)

pHvaluebetween6 ð9

Nooil film visibleon the surfaceof the water

No floatablessuch as plastics,bottles etc.

No industrial or sewagerelated dischargesmay affect the beach

area



ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

ABeachManagementCommitteemust be established

Committee is to ensure that all criteria as stipulated by The Foundation for

EnvironmentalEducation(FEE)are implementedand maintainedat each facility

Consistof representativesof the

OchoRiosBayBeach

LongBay

Bluefields

Ensure that all beaches comply with the local regulations ðBeach Control Act

(1956)



ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT (CONTõD)

Thebeachis kept clean.

Wastedisposalbins are availableat the beach including bins for

recycling

Restroomfacilities are providedand kept clean

Nounauthorizeddrivingon the beachis allowed

Accessto the beachbyanimals is strictly controlled



SAFETY

Lifeguards and lifesaving equipment are available at

the beach

First Aid equipment is available at the beach

The beach is Zoned to accommodate the different

users and uses

A map of the beach indicating different facilities is

displayed

An emergency plan to cope with pollution safety risks

BLUEFLAGJAMAICA

OchoRiosBayBeachhasbeenawardeda BlueFlag. TheBlueFlag
isan internationalenvironmentalawardgivento beachesmakinga
specialeffort to implement sound managementwith respect to
the local environment and nature. To attain the Blue Flag, the
beachmustachievethe higheststandardsin four maincategories:

ENVIRONMENTALINFORMATIONANDEDUCATION

OchoRiosBayBeachrelays information about local eco-systems
and environmentalphenomenato its guestsand staff, maintains
an environmental code of conduct, and offers environmental
educationactivities. For more information on activities contact
the front desk.

ENVIRONMENTALMANAGEMENT

OchoRiosBayBeachtakesgreat pride in keepingits beachclean.
Vegetationand natural debrisare left on the beach. Properwaste
disposal,restroomfacilitiesare availableandproperlymaintained.
Animals,camping,unauthorizeddriving, or dumping are strictly
prohibited. Ourbuildingsandequipmentareproperlymaintained.

SAFETYANDSERVICES

OchoRiosBayBeachprovideslifesaving,first-aid, and fire-fighting
equipment. Accessto our beachis safe. We haveemergencyplans
in caseof pollution, fire, or other accidents,zoningfor different
beach uses, drinking water available, and accessfor disabled
persons.

WATERQUALITY

Regularchemicaland physicalwater quality testing ensure that
Ocho Rios Bay Beachhas excellent bathing water quality. The
water does not display any evidenceof pollution, oil, litter, or
sewage. No industrial,waste-water, or sewagerelated discharges
affect the beach.

The Blue Flag is awarded annually and is only valid as long as
thesecriteria are fulfilled.

OCHO RIOS BAY BEACH CODE OF CONDUCT

Keeping the beach and the water clean is vital. Properly dispose of all trash in the receptacles provided. 
Sensitive natural areas, such as coral reefs and seagrassbeds, should be respected. Do not stand on or touch the coral reef. 

Leave no trace.  Take only pictures.  Do not remove beach sand or disturb wetland and marine flora and fauna.

Kindly respect user zones established for the beach.  Swimming is encouraged in swim areas only.

Unauthorized vehicles are not allowed on the beach.

No unlawful, disorderly, or excessively noisy conduct.

No domestic animals are allowed on the beach.

No fires are allowed on the beach.

No camping allowed on the beach.

Dumping is strictly prohibited. 

SUNANDSEASAFETYTIPS

CATCHA WAVE

ÅSwimat anareasupervisedby lifeguards.

ÅCheckwater conditionsbeforeentering.

ÅSwimonly in designatedswimmingareas.

ÅSwimwith a friend.

ÅFollowinstructionson safetysigns.

ÅNeverswimafter consumingalcohol.

FUNIN THESUN

ÅAvoidprolongedexposureto the sun.

ÅWeara broadrimmedhat whenoutdoors.

ÅUsea broadspectrumsunscreenof SPF30+

ÅIf swimming,regularlyreapplysunscreen.

ÅWearsunglassesto protect from UVrays.

ÅHead for shade during hours of peak
sunlight,generally11:00am-3:00pm.

W E L C O M E  T O OCHO RIOS BAY BEACH

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
In theeven of anemergency please call:
Front Desk 974-2683
Police Station 974-2317
FireStation 974-2496

Contact the front desk for more information about our 
safety and beach services.

c/o Danish  Outdoor Council
Scandiagade13
2450 Copenhagen SV
Denmark
Tel +45 33 28 04 10
Fax +45 33 79 01 79
Mail: coordination@blueflag.org
Website: www.blueflag.org

FEE Secretariat
c/o Danish  Outdoor Council
Scandiagade13
2450 Copenhagen SV
Denmark
Tel +45 33 28 04 10
Fax +45 33 79 01 79
Mail: secretariat@fee-international.org

Blue Flag National Operator
c/o Negrilarea Environmental Protection 
Trust
NegrilMarine Park Building
NegrilP.O. 2599
Negril, Westmoreland, Jamaica
Telephone  (876) 957- 3736
Mail: nept_negril@yahoo.com

BLUEFLAGJAMAICA

LongBayBeachhasbeenawardeda BlueFlag. TheBlueFlagis an
international environmental award given to beachesmaking a
specialeffort to implement sound managementwith respect to
the local environment and nature. To attain the Blue Flag, the
beachmustachievethe higheststandardsin four maincategories:

ENVIRONMENTALINFORMATIONANDEDUCATION

Long Bay Beachrelays information about local eco-systemsand
environmentalphenomenato its guestsand staff, maintains an
environmental code of conduct, and offers environmental
educationactivities. For more information on activities contact
the office.

ENVIRONMENTALMANAGEMENT

Long Bay Beach takes great pride in keeping its beach clean.
Vegetationand natural debrisare left on the beach. Properwaste
disposal,restroomfacilitiesare availableandproperlymaintained.
Animals,camping,unauthorizeddriving, or dumping are strictly
prohibited. Ourbuildingsandequipmentareproperlymaintained.

SAFETYANDSERVICES

Long Bay Beach provides lifesaving, first-aid, and fire-fighting
equipment. Accessto our beachis safe. We haveemergencyplans
in caseof pollution, fire, or other accidents,zoningfor different
beach uses, drinking water available, and accessfor disabled
persons.

WATERQUALITY

Regularchemicaland physicalwater quality testing ensure that
Long Bay Beachhas excellent bathing water quality. The water
doesnot displayanyevidenceof pollution,oil, litter, or sewage. No
industrial, waste-water, or sewagerelated dischargesaffect the
beach.

The Blue Flag is awarded annually and is only valid as long as
thesecriteria are fulfilled.

LONG BAY BEACH CODE OF CONDUCT

Keeping the beach and the water clean is vital. Properly dispose of all trash in the receptacles provided. 
Sensitive natural areas, such as coral reefs and seagrassbeds, should be respected. Do not stand on or touch the coral reef. 

Leave no trace.  Take only pictures.  Do not remove beach sand or disturb wetland and marine flora and fauna.

Kindly respect user zones established for the beach.  Swimming is encouraged in swim areas only.

Unauthorized vehicles are not allowed on the beach.

No unlawful, disorderly, or excessively noisy conduct.

No domestic animals are allowed on the beach.

No fires are allowed on the beach.

No camping allowed on the beach.

Dumping is strictly prohibited. 

SUNANDSEASAFETYTIPS

CATCHA WAVE

ÅSwimat anareasupervisedby lifeguards.

ÅCheckwater conditionsbeforeentering.

ÅSwimonly in designatedswimmingareas.

ÅSwimwith a friend.

ÅFollowinstructionson safetysigns.

ÅNeverswimafter consumingalcohol.

FUNIN THESUN

ÅAvoidprolongedexposureto the sun.

ÅWeara broadrimmedhat whenoutdoors.

ÅUsea broadspectrumsunscreenof SPF30+

ÅIf swimming,regularlyreapplysunscreen.

ÅWearsunglassesto protect from UVrays.

ÅHead for shade during hours of peak
sunlight,generally11:00am-3:00pm.

W E L C O M E  T O LONG BAY BEACH PARK I

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
In theeven of anemergency please call:
Office 957-3159
Police Station 957-4268
FireStation 957-4242

Contact the office for more information about our safety 
and beach services.

c/o Danish  Outdoor Council
Scandiagade13
2450 Copenhagen SV
Denmark
Tel +45 33 28 04 10
Fax +45 33 79 01 79
Mail: coordination@blueflag.org
Website: www.blueflag.org

FEE Secretariat
c/o Danish  Outdoor Council
Scandiagade13
2450 Copenhagen SV
Denmark
Tel +45 33 28 04 10
Fax +45 33 79 01 79
Mail: secretariat@fee-international.org

Blue Flag National Operator
c/o Negrilarea Environmental Protection 
Trust
NegrilMarine Park Building
NegrilP.O. 2599
Negril, Westmoreland, Jamaica
Telephone  (876) 957- 3736
Mail: nept_negril@yahoo.com



WATER QUALITY (CONTõD)
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EDUCATION & OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

9 Activities

ÅStaff Sensitization (50)

ÅWorld Wetlands Days

ÅWorld Water Day

Å School Talk  

Å Beach Activities

ÅUrbanScope



EVALUATION- STAFF/MANAGEMENT

Ocho Rios 

Bay Beach

Long Bay 

Beach Park

1

Bluefields 

Beach Park

Maintaining Required Standards

Increased Awareness and Interest among 

Patrons

Staff More Conscientiousand Proactive

Increase in Patronage

Increasein Aesthetics



EVALUATION- PARTICIPANTS

Ocho Rios 

Bay Beach

Long Bay 

Beach Park

1

Bluefields 

Beach Park

Relevance of theme

ClearlyOutlined Objectives of Activities

AppropriateDelivery Methods and 

Resources

Increased Awareness and Knowledge

Willingness to Participate in Future

Related Activities



IMPLEMENTING THE BLUE FLAG PROGRAMME

Activity Before After

Publication / Signage Programme
Notice Board Detailed Information Board

Water Quality Sampling Monthly Bi-weekly

Outreach Activity Ad hoc
Structure(minimum five (5) 

per season)

Recycling Programme Non-existent Implemented

Solid Waste Collection In Effect Upgrade Litter Bins

Beach Management 

Committee
UDC Multi-stakeholder



SUMMARY

Both patrons and staff recognisethe need and the 

benefit of the certification

Increase patronage have been observed especially in 

resort towns

Impact of the outreach programme has been far 

reaching 

Certification has increased the marketability of the 

properties to stakeholders

Improved the Corporate image of the UDC



CONCLUSION

Blue Flag Certification is a step in the right

direction towards sustainable management of

JamaicaõsPublicBeaches

Blue Flag is another tool used by the UDC to

encouragegoodenvironmentalstewardship.




