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The Pedro Cays Fish Sanctuary 



ωNon-profit, Non-Government, Conservation 
Organization based in the USA for over 58 years

ÅWork in over 30 countries and in all 50 states in 
America

ÅBeenoperating in Jamaicaover 24 years and 
now implements Pedro Bank Management 
Project 

About The Nature Conservancy (TNC)



ÅThe Pedro Bank is a submerged marine plateau, on 
average 20-30m deep and approximately 80 km south 
of Jamaica. 
ÅIt is separated from Jamaica by waters over 400m 
deep making it an oasis for species that depend on it.



The Pedro Bank Management Project

ÅStarted in 2005 in response to a call from the Jamaica 
Fisheries Division to assist in effectively managing the 
resources of the Bank.

ÅThe Project Goal is to protect and restore Pedro 
.ŀƴƪΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ 
a viable livelihood to the Pedro Bank fishing 
community and building the institutional capacity 
and financial mechanisms needed to ensure long-
term protection. 



The Pedro Bank Management Project

ÅTNC has been in Planning Phase: 
ïcoordinated surveys of the human and ecological aspects 

of the cays and created reports (2005/2006)
ïformed partnerships with key stakeholders including the 

fishing community (2005 ςpresent)
ïcreated and disseminated public education & awareness 

material (2008 ςpresent) 
ïestablished Base of Operations for conservation, research, 

enforcement, monitoring and community awareness 
activities (2009/2010)
ïactively seeking funding for project activities in the long-

term  

ÅReceived approval for the establishment of a Fish 
Sanctuary on the Pedro Bank and are making 
arrangements for the effective management of same.



Data collection during 
2005 wildlife survey (top 
right)

Marine team making 
preparations during 2005 
survey (bottom left).



Å2008 Jamaica/Belize Fisher 
Learning Exchange 
Programme

ÅAim to promote Best 
Practices learned in Belize 
(effectiveness of protected 
areas, establishing and 
management of protected 
areas, sustainable fishing 
practices) 

ÅExposure for Jamaican 
fishers to become 
conservation leaders in their 
communities 







Completion of the Pedro Bank Field & 
Research Station 



The 5 star hotel!


