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} Rio +20 :Earth Summit  2012 
ƁObjectives and Themes

} World Conference on Environment and Development: Earth Summit: 
(Rio  1992)

ƁOur Common Future ςBrundtland Report 

ƁAgenda 21 

} 1992-2012: The 20 year journey 

} Prepcom:The Review 

} Think Global ςAct Local  :
Ɓ Is there resonance in the review findings?  where does Jamaica stand?

ƁWhat role for the environmental professional ?



}Objectives:
ƁSecure renewed political commitment to sustainable development

ƁAssess progress towards internationally agreed goals on sustainable 
development 

ƁAddress new and emerging challenges

}2  Themes 
ƁA green economy in the context of sustainable development and 

poverty eradication

ƁThe institutional framework for sustainable development.



Growing concern "about the 
accelerating deterioration of 
the human environment 
andnatural resources and 
the consequences of that 
deterioration foreconomic 
and social development .

ωenvironmental problems 
were global

ωin the common interest of 
all nations to establish 
policies for sustainable 
development

Environment and 
Development are not 
separate challenges

ωproblems cannot be 
treated separately by 
fragmented institutions 
and policies. They are 
linked in a complex system 
ƻŦ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΦέ

Environmental and economic 
problems are linked to many 
social and political factors

ωnew approaches -
programmes of social 
development,

ωimprove the position of 
women in society 

ωprotect vulnerable groups, 

ωpromote local 
participation in decision 
making.



Society has failed to give 
the responsibility for 

preventing 
environmental damage 

to the 'sectoral' 
ministries and agencies 
ǿƘƻǎŜ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΧ 

Ability to anticipate and 
prevent environmental 
damage will require that the 
ecological dimensions of 
policy be considered at the 
same time as the economic, 
trade, energy, agricultural, 
and other dimensions.

ωconcept of sustainable 
development provides a 
framework for the 
integration of environment 
policies and development 
strategies

Economic growth always 
brings risk of environmental 
ŘŀƳŀƎŜΣ ΧǇǳǘǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ 
pressure on environmental 
resources

ωInherent in the concept of 
sustainable development

ωEnvironmental 
protection 

ωFocus on the sources of 
environmental problems 
rather than the 
symptoms



Recognition of Interlocking Crises:
OUTCOMES



} Reaffirm Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment ɀ
Ɓ StockholmJune1972, seekto build upon it

} Establishinga new and equitable global partnership
Ɓ - creation of new levelsof co-operation amongStates,key sectorsof societiesand people,

} International agreementswhich respect the interests of all and protect the
integrity of the global environmental and developmentalsystem

} Recognizethe integral and interdependent nature of the Earth
ƁOur Home

} Articulated 27 Principles
ƁPrinciple 1 - "Human beings are at the centre of concerns for sustainabledevelopment.

Theyare entitled to a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature".



ɆPoverty, consumption, health, 
settlement

Social and Economic 
Dimensions

ɆAtmospheric protection,  combatingdeforestation protecting 
fragile environments, conservation of biological diversity 
andpollution control

Conservation and Management 
of Resources for Development

Ɇchildren and youth, women, NGOs, local authorities, 
business and workers.

Strengthening the Role of 
Major Groups

Means of Implementation



Conventions Concerns/Issues

1. Convention on Biological 
Diversity(CBD)

2. UN Convention to Combat 
Desertification(UNCCD)

3. UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC)

}All three intrinsically 
linked operating in the 
same ecosystems and 
addressing 
interdependent issues.

}Need enhanced synergy 
ɀenhanced 
collaboration 

} Joint Liaison Committee 
ɀ2001 



}Conservation of biological diversity, the sustainableuse of its
components,and the fair and equitable sharingof the benefits
arising from commercial and other utilization of genetic
resources.

}Combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought in
countriesexperiencingseriousdroughtand/or desertification

ƁThrough effective actions at all levels, 

ƁSupported by international co-operation and partnership 
ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎΧŀƴ integrated approach

ƁConsistent with Agenda 21



}Framework for Intergovernmental efforts

}Stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the
atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous
anthropogenic interference with the climate system
ƁWithin a time-frame sufficient to allow ecosystemsto adapt

naturally to climate change

}Ensure that food production is not threatened

}Enable economic development to proceed in a
sustainablemanner.



Ɇ1st ever 
conference to 
focus on needs of 
SIDs
Barbados Plan of 
Action (BPOA)

1994 ɀSIDS 
Conference:

ɆSummit on Millennium 
Development Goals
ɆWorld Summit on 

Sustainable Development
ɆWorld Conference on 

Disaster Reduction ɀHyogo 
framework for Action 
ɆMauritius Strategy ɀUN SD 

Strategy for SIDS

2000

ɆIt is the only 
global strategy to 
address 
specifically and 
exclusively the 
problems of island 
states.

2005 to 2015:



}UN Summit :
ƁAdoption of a global 

action plan to achieve 
eight anti-poverty goals 
by 2015

} Announcement of major 
new commitments for 
women's and children's 
health and other 
initiatives against poverty, 
hunger and disease.

Universal 
Education

End 
Poverty 

and Hunger 

Gender 
Equality

Child 
Health

Combat 
HIV/AIDS

Maternal 
Health



Targets 

Integrate the principled of sustainable 
development into country policies and 
programmes and reverse the loos of 
environmental resources 

Halve by 2015 the proportion of people 
without sustainable access to safe drinking 
water

By 2020 to have achieved a significant 
improvement in the lives of at least 100 
million slum dwellers 

Indicators 

Proportion of land area covered by forest 

Land area protected to maintain 
biological diversity

GDP per unit of energy uses (as a proxy 
of energy efficiency 

Carbon dioxide emissions 

Proportion of population with sustainable 
access to an improved water course

Proportion of people with access to 
improved sanitation 



Johannesburg Plan of Action 

Water  & Sanitation 
Energy

Health 

Agriculture
Biodiversity

Governance



}Measuring changes in the 3 Pillars 

}separate - changes in indicators of each of the three 
dimensions of sustainable development 

}Joint - movement towards convergence between 
these dimensions 

}άŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎέ - fulfillment of international and 
national commitments 

}Contextual - progress in comparison with the longer 
term challenge.



}Overall, the trends are mixed. 

}Progress on the economic front and in the amelioration of 
poverty in some regions, BUT disparities the dividends have 
been unequally  shared between and within countries

}Many countries not on track for achieving key Millennium 
Development Goals 

}Most of the environmental indicators have continued to 
deteriorate.



} Ultimate test of SD is the convergence among the three trajectories of 
economic growth, social improvement and environmental protection.

} Overall record fails to meet test. 

} Most promising trend is improved convergence between  economic 
and social dimensions

} Partially compromised by rising income inequality, but growth rate 
remains the strongest predictor of timely achievement of key social 
targets.

} Most indicators of environmental improvement have not 
demonstrated appreciable convergence with those of economic and 
social progress.  Increased divergence especially with built 
environment 



}Handicaps structural - demographics, urbanization, 
globalization, technological change and changes in 
national economic structures.

}High cost and low availability of energy services 

}slippage in terms of the commitments to adopt 
integrated national policies, establish necessary 
coordinating institutions and provide international 
financial and technical support



Expanded policy options

Political commitment to 
addressing climate 
change has risen 

dramatically,

ɆInadequate coherence
ɆHas not yet translated into concrete actions and results
ɆClimate change not treated as integrated sustainability challenge  

Integrated planning and 
policy & national SD 

strategies

institutions established 
to promote or monitor  
integrated pursuit of 

sustainable 
development, 

ɆImpact remains limited because of ad hoc and inconsistent application.
ɆNot been able to synergize well with complementary processes or 

institutions.

&ÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÉÎÔȭÌ 
support

Participation of major 
groups

ɆLack of desired coherence and full realization of impact
ɆDifficult to scale up or replicate multi-stakeholder initiatives 



}Urgent goal - accelerate growth in living standards of 
the poor, while decelerating or reversing the impact 
on:

}Natural resources

}Food 

}Energy

}Global recession  

}Climate change 



Development 

Environment 

Climate 
change 

MDGs

Poverty

Global 
economic 

crisis 

Food 
security

Energy



}UN interagency policy statement on resolving financial 
crisis  supports investing stimulus funds in 

}Energy efficient technologies, 
}Renewable energy 
}Public transport 
}Sustainable agriculture 
}Environmentally friendly tourism
}Sustainable management of natural resources including 

ecosystems and biodiversity 
}Conviction that a green economy can create dynamic new 

industries, quality jobs, and income growth while 
mitigating and adapting to climate change and arresting 
ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜέ ό¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ нллфύΦ



}Assist Governments in reshaping and refocusing policies, 
investments and spending towards a range of sectors 

}Clean technologies

}Renewable energies 

}Water services

}Green transportation 

}Waste management 

}Green Buildings 

}Sustainable agriculture and forests. 

}The initiative includes two major projects, 

}The economics of ecosystems and biodiversity study

}The global green new deal



} First country to embrace green growth as a national strategy. 

} Focuses on three elements: industry, energy and investment. 

Ɓmaintain productive economic activities while minimizing the use of energy and 
resources; 

Ɓminimize environmental pressure in all uses of energy and resources; and 
Ɓmake investments in the environment a driver for economic growth. 

} The first two
} comprise the conventional notion of de-linking economic growth from 

resource extraction and environmental degradation, 

} the third is a more strategic objective 

} ǘƻ ōŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƳƻǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ άƎǊŜŜƴέ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ

} Objective that is shared by other forward-looking Governments and 
corporations 


