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INTRODUCTION

A The Waters for Life project - Eliminating
River Polsoning 1 n J
- was the first step in a wider initiative to
restore and protect the Rio Grande
ecosystem for its 25,000 residents and all
Jamaicans.

A Project was active from April 2007 i June
2009.



INTRODUCTION

A Projectam-A A significant
the use of illegal poisoning agents to
harvest fish, shrimp and crayfish In
Jamaili caodos Ri o Grande

A Local communities in the buffer zone of the

BJCMNP identified poisoning as a growing
t hreat since as early a

A Poisoning blamed for the plummet in
abundance of fish and shrimp.



INTRODUCTION

A Poisoning agents were reported to be:

I Of high acute toxicity T gramaxone, bleach;
I Of moderate toxicity i sevin, karate, tilt, and tick-wash;
I Of slight toxicity T round up.

A Signs of poisoning

I Hundred to thousands of dead/dying animals along stream
banks

T Sickness

I Agrochemical residues in fish and crustaceans in the Rio
Grande and coastal areas.

A Fuelled by the desire for quick cash as
native shellfish sell for as much as 500/Ib.



Eliminating River Poisoning in Upper Rio Grande: Project Area
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Target Communities: R = A B Y s
-Mill Bank . R A
-Comfort Castle
-Ginger House
-Bowden Pen
-Bellevue
-Cornwall Barracks BRI s st o g i




"WHY WORK IN

GRANDE®2-

A Rio Grande has been the site of many
conservation and development projects. Its
characteristics are:

Largest free-flowing river in Jamaica (watershed - >30000ha.)
Relatively intact: native species, sparse settlement

" Much of the area is already protected in the BJCMNP
" Rich in natural/cultural heritage (centuries old river culture

where people know and value the system and its biodiversity)
Heauvily fished for shellfish and fish

The JCDT has years of on-the-ground presence in Rio Grande
through its enforcement and outreach activities.



WHY WORK IN

GRANDE

A Decision to work in the Rio Grande was
based on a 2006 eco-regional assessment
of Jamaicaodos biodi ver

A The assessment identified the area as a
priority for the prot
aguatic ecosystems because of its high
biodiversity value, relatively low threat
levels and feasibility for conservation.




